on the function of the state), the majority of reform policies could not have succeeded without the various preparations of the Mao era. Yet at present, to what extent have the reforms actually succeeded? Gong uses the past tense in a complete affirmation of reform success; he is overly optimistic. He says that "the economy of socialist China gained the attention of the entire world when China took market economics to be a fruit of modern human civilization, and merged it with the fundamental system of socialism." He does not mention the hidden ills and price of China's rise. Nor did he discuss the specifics of the "fundamental system of socialism," particularly in the context of China's current intensifying social crises. His past tense observation overlooks societal, environmental, and many other problems. In fact, the issues of corruption, rural decline, state enterprise "reform", lost healthcare for the masses, unaffordable education, horrifying death toll in mining, and other problems already have raised questions regarding the legitimacy of the reform path taken since the 1990s. If it cannot even guarantee the most basic social justice, is "socialism" worthy of its name? Thus the new generation of leaders has, under the pressure of increasingly frequent mass incidents, begun to reflect on China's developmental pattern and adjust public policy and implementa tion.
In other words, although the Chinese path of socialism undoubt edly was "started by Mao," the argument that it was "realized by Deng" remains unconvincing. Although Mao and Deng-eras show continuity, they also exhibit rupture. The future of the Chinese path also remains open. Many possibilities exist, and we cannot yet judge whether it will, in the end, succeed.
II
Roderick MacFarquhar is the most influential Cultural Revolution specialist of the academic world outside of China. One of his fundamental points is that the Cultural Revolution was a national experiment of far-reaching effects, and in the end the bad turned to good and great destruction caused great reform. I understand "destruction" to have two meanings. First, in the sense of opposing the bureaucracy and existing knowledge and production systems, it means an overturning of modernity by utopian romanticism. Second, it means the self destruction of certain accomplishments of the revolution, namely the party and state system as well as the cadre and cultural elite. Issues of
